
TITLE,. Colusa Basin Watershed Project

APPLICANT: Colusa County RCD Co[usa Basin Drainage Dismct
A DDRRESS: 100 Sunrise Blvd Suite B P.O. Box 312

Colusa. CA 95932 Woodland. CA 95776
TELEPHONE: (530) 458-2931 Ext. 3 1"530) 795-3038
FAX: (530) 458-3683 (530) 795-4745

AM[OUNT OF
I,~INDING REQU£STED: 5492o500 f0r three years

TOPIC: Watershed Planning and Implementation

GEOGRAPHICAL AREA: Sacramento River and Tributa*ies

PRIMARY SPECIES: Winter-Run Chinook Salmon. Delta Smelt, and Miglatmy B~rds

33iPE OF APPLICANT: Local Government/District

I’YPE OF PROJECT: Implementatiun

Specify the ERP strategic objective and target (s) that tile project addresses Include page numbers from
lanuarv 1999 version of ERP Volume I sad II
ERP Volume [I. pages 234-244. The Colusa Watershed Project addresses the strmebnc objcctlve~ and
targets through habitat enhancement and restoration of riparian areas and associated rangeland and
wetlands within the Colusa Basin Ecological Management Zone

By signing below, the applicant declares the follmwng
(1). Tl~e truthfiatness of all representation in their proposal:
(2) The individual signing the form is entitled to submit the application on behalf of the applicator (if the

applicant is an entity or organization);
(3) The person submii~ing the appliemion has read and understood the confliot of interest and

COlffidentialiiy discussion in the PSP [Section 24} and waives any and all rights to p~ ,racy and
confidemiality of the proposal on behalf of the applicant, to the extent as provided in the Section

Colusa Coun’~y RCD
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BOARD

April 13~ 1999

Mr. Jay Dee Gaff, Treasurer
Colusa Counvy Resource Conservation District
100 Sunrise Blvd., Suite B
Colusa, CA 95932

Re: Colusa Basin Watershed Habitat R~stormiun Proposal

Dear Mr. Gaff:

The Colusa CotmW Board of Supervisors have reviewed your proposal to CALFED for Ecosystem
Restoration Program funding, a~d on April 13, 1999, the Board of Supervisors agreea to support
your proposal.

We believe that mm~agement ofupstreanr rain rm~offhas a positive eft~ct on downstream properties.
mrd will enhauce r)~e wildlife habitat. Rtmoffmanagement also has a positive effect on the overall
economy or’the County by protectir~g th~ existing infrastructure £rom damage. Tbis program may
have a small impact on the overall flooding problem, but each project will add cumulatively ~o the
managemem oft.he flooding problem in Colusa Couniy. These pmiects may be a catalyst for other
similar projects, whi~:h will ~omplem~nt futuro p~oposals b~ the Colusa Basin Drainage District.

,.~c~el.v,

~Je~ L.~altby,~Cha~~

Cnlusa Crarnty Board of Supervisors

~so
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April 14, |999

100 Sunrise Bird, Suite B
RECLAMATION Colusa, CA 95932

G.i’ne~, (2A 95950 Project Proposal for the Colusa Basin Drain Watershed Project which you plan
(530) 4~7o2221 to s~bmit on April 16 to CALFED for funding under the Ecosystem Restoration

As you know, 20 miles of the Co[usa Basin Drain forms the westerIy bounda~
of Reclamation Distric~ No. 108. This Disn’ic~ is responsible for mainlining

Drain in our area.

This is to advise you that RDIO8 suppo~ the efforts of Colusa CounW
Resource Conse~ation District as set forth in your proposal and will be
interested i~ wor~n~ wi~h you on tbe project as it aff~ ~is District a~d ~e

Rich ~enness
Gaye Lopez
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April 13, 1999

Colusa Resource Conservation Distric~.
100 Sttmise Blvd., Suite B
Colusa, CA 95932

Subject: Colusa Basin Watershed Habitat Restoration Proposal

As the 100 percent title ovmer of the 7,1.3 acre property m question, I confirm that I am a
willing palxlCipant in the proposed multipurpose habitat restoration project to be
submitted on April 16, 1999 for funding by the CALFED Ecosystem Restoratmn
Program.

I understand tiffs project will imeglate environmental, agricultural and floodplain
management practices to improve and restore riparian, aquatic and/or wetland habitats
for numerous plant and wildlife species.

I look forward to cooperating with your proposed habitat restoration project for the
Colusa Basin Watershed.

Truly yours_

~ene Martinaz
Landowner
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April 5, 1999

Mr. Jim Snydur
Colusa Resource Conservation District
100 Stmrise Blvd., Suite B Fax: (530) 458-3683
Colusa, CA 95932

Subject: Colusa Basin Watershed Habitat Restoration Proposal

As lhe 100 percent title owner of approximately 850 aere~ of property in question, I
confirm flint [ am a willing participant in the proposed multipmpose habltat restoration
project to be submi~ed on April 16, 1999 for trading by the CALFED Ecosystem
Restoration Program.

I understand this project will integrate enviroxmaental, agricultural and floodplain
management practices to improve and restore riparian, aquatic and/or wetlmad habitats for
mmaerous plm~t and wildlife species.

I look forward to cooperating with your proposed habitat restoration project for the
Colusa Basin Watershed.

n Bedart
Landowner
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Colusa Resource Conservation District
Sunrise Blvd., Suite B

Colusa, CA 95932

April 8, 1999

Subject: Colusa Basin Watershed Kabitat Restoration Proposal

As the 100 percent title owner of sizable screage in the
Colusa Basin Drainage area, I confirm that I support the
proposed multipurpose habitat restoration project to be
submitted on April i~, 1999 for £unding by the CALFED
Bcosystem Restoration Program.

I understand this project will integrate environmental,
agricultural and floodplain management practices to improve
and restore riparian, aquatic and/or wetland habitats for
numerous plant and wildlife species.

I look forward to cooperating with your proposed habitat
restoration project for the Co!usa Basin Watershed.

Sincerely,

(Bob Alvernaz) L)
Landowner
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Apri113~1999

6590 Hillgate
Arbuokle, CA 95912

To Whom It May Concern:
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LAUWERIJ~EN FARMS
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Fax: (530l �38-29~,0
- "~armty Water Alliance E-mail: fwa@rnako.com

"Every Day is ~arth Day on the Farm" P. O, ]]ox 365, Maxwell California 95955

April 19 1999

CALFED Bay-Delta Program
Proposal Selection Committee
14!6 Ninth Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

To: CALFED Proposal Selection Committee:

fee Family Water Alliance (I~’VA) supports the Colusa County, Resource
Conservation District’s CALFED grant proposal titled Colusa Bash~ Drain Watershed
Proiect. The Colusa County RCD and FWA mutually believe that voluntary projects
that respect property and water rights are the best way to protect and et~hance riparian
hab{tat. This projgct promises ~o promote the protection of anadramous species by
reducing chemical residues and surface runoff.

Thank you for your consideration of this proposal The Famil3, Water Alliance is
looking forward to our continue~ partnership with the Colusa County Resource
Cons~rvati.on District.

Sincerely,

Susan Sutton
Executive Vice president
utt
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United Stress Natural 100 Sunrise Blvd., Suite B
Department of Resources Colusa. CA 95932
Agriculture Conservation 15301 458-2931

Service

April 15, 1999

CALFED Bay-Delta Program
Proposal Selection Conmlittee
1416 Ninth Street
Sacramento CA 95814

To CALFED Proposal Selection Committee:

The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service office in Colusa County strongly
supports the Colusa County Resource Connervation District’s (RCD) proposal emitled
"Colusa Basin Watershed Project" (CBW)

The NRCS recognizas the need for improving our riparian corridors in the Colusa Basin
Watershed. The practices proposed by the RCD will have a beneficial impact on the healtl"
of local and downstream river systems. The NRCS looks forward to participating with the
RCD on the implementation of this project.

Thank you fbr your consideration of this proposal

Roney Gutierrez

District Conservationist     ~
USDA Colusa Field Office
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1L Executive SummaA2/

a. Project Title and A.I)l?licam Name

Title: Colusa Basin Watershed Project

.Applicant: Colusa Basin Dlainage District
Colusa County Resource Conservaliun District

b. Project Description and Prima~T Biologi.c_al[Ec~I~a_LObjecuves

The Colusa Basin Drain Watershed project will serve as a watershed management project that assists
priva/e Iand*wnels in reactivating important ecological processes and fi~nctions of riparian corridors and
associated rangeland attd wetland, addressing non-point source pollution, flood control tssues, exotic
invasive weed abatement. The project will consist of 6 selected sites which will h~plement riparian
enhancement and restoration practices to existing degraded riparnan corndors and associated wctlauds
and rangeland to re&toe the anaount of smfaee ~ano~; chemical residues, and sediments flowing into the
Colusa Basin Drain and Sacrarnentc River while restoring and enhancing wildlife habitat The pr(~lect will
also address exotic invasive riparian and wetland weed species such as ArutMo dottax and Tamanx
ch~nenists which occur in the Colusa Basin Watershed Each cooperating site will have a Resource
Management System (RMS) plan developed utilizing an ecosystem based plannhig approach, and will
includ~ a three-year contract with the landowner, who will receive 75% cost-shmqng for practices
implemented.

c Approaclv~fask/S chedule

The Colusa County Resource Conservation District [CRCD) is the lead agency m a partnershilz with
the Colusa Basin Drainage Distlict (CBDD) fur the proposed Colusa BasinWatershed Proiec~ The
CBDD will assist with the administration, outreach, and planmng which includes existing study and
planning throughout the Colusa Basin Watershed. The CCRCD has an MOIJ with the USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Via the MOUs, NRCS staffwill provide part-tlme assxstance
with all phases of the project The CRCD has recently acquired additional MOUs with the United States
Fish and Wildlife Service and Ducks Unlimited and will seek other MOUs during the fi~ st yam with other
cooperating agencies and arrange for staffto manage the project. A Steering Commitlee will be crea~ed
and will have the role of overseeing the project and provide public participation. The project is scheduled
to begin Jauuary 1, 2000 and be completed on Januaw 1, 2003

Proje~ tasks include:

Task 1 : Project Management & Administration
Task 2: Public Participation
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Task 3: Select Cooperating Sites

Task 4: Establish Monitoring Sites
Task 5: Baseline Resource Data
Task 6: Develop RMS Plans

Task 7: Schedule Workshops and Tours
Task 8: hnp[ement RMS Plans

Task 9: Conduct Workshops and Tours
Task 10: Prepare Final Report

d. Justificslion fer Preiect and Fundin~LbAL_CALFED

.As documented n d e Ecosystem Res orat on Program Plan. Long term ect log cal heoAth of the
Delta depends on the health at’its component parts" The ~mpro,~emenls made to The Colusa Basis
Ecological Managemen/Zone througch this project and in the fi~ture offer
contribotion to the health of the Bay Delta The benefits of this project include improved water quslity
for all beneficial uses, improvement aud expansion of available aquatic and terrestrial wildlife habitat. This
l~roject is expected to benefit aquatic habitat in general by enhancing, restoring, and creating healthy
riparian corridors and associated wetland and rangeland through promoting shaded riverine habitat, ln-
streant aquatic habitat, riparim~ buffer strips, perennial grass cover on rangeland, and native wetland
habitat in addition, it will ilrsprove surface water infiltratian, reducing runoft~ and sedimenta~:ien.
Mereo,~’er, ~his preject wil! improve ecological thnctions in the Bay-Delta to support sustainable
populations ofdive~ se and valuable plant and anima! species Priority species expected to benefit from
this projecl include: Winter-ran Chinook salmon, Spnng-run Chinook salmon. Late-fall fun Chinook
s~Imon S~ec.lhead trout as well as Green sturgeonSeconda~ priority specie~ receiving beaeIi~s
include striped bass and migratory birds

e Budget Cosls and Tblrd Part}’ Impacts

a Bud~t Costs Total ~C..AL~_FED Cp!gribution

A PersonneI Services :$250.000 $160_000

B. Operating Expenses $6.500 $6.500

C Prope~y Acquisitions $( $0

~Equipment $7.00( $7.000

- Pa~ablc Asse~s

Data Processing Equipment S3 00( $3.000

~- Nfisc., other $2.00~

~1 ~ C~sulting Se~wices
$8.00~ $9.000

~ M~t~ S12.000 $12,000

~le~mn-~t S $375.000 $275,000
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L@ Overhead 4% $19,000 $19,000 J

Totals- $683~50i) $492,501)

£ Applicant Oualifications

The CRCD consists of 7 voIunteer directors and 2 paid staffpositions including a paid-time office
manager and a current grant manager. The Colasa Basin Drainage District consists ofa~ Administrative
Director and a board comprised of three County Supervisors from the three counties within the Colusa
Basin Watershed, three water district representatives, and three elected "at large" members. In addition
to the CRCD providing a full-time project technician, the CRCD will also pmvlde Ihe RCD with a parl-
rune project rummager. N~.CS will contribute a part-time Agricultural Engineer and other staff’as needed
The RCD office manage~ and the CBDD executive director will provide administrative support, and
CRCD project ~nanager will assist the fidl time techrtieian in the field with the landowners to develop
Res.urce Management System plans, collect baseline data, and monitor implementation. Cooperating
agencies include: USDA Natural Resoumes Conser~atinn Service, U~ited States I~ish and Wildlife
Service, Depamnent offish and Game. California Waterfowl Association, Ducks Unlimited, Colusa
Department of Publin Works, Cnlusa Basin Drainage District and Colusa County Board of Supervisors.

g. Monitoring and Data Evaluation

The monitoring program includes photo point analysis of each practice site. measurement of ecological
indicators, and a comparison of qumltity and/or quality of soil and water entering ~he site. to 1hat leaving
it, with the objectNe of improving water quality via the insta!lation of specific conservation practices
scheduled in an RMS level plan, Baseline water qualit~ and resourcu data will be gathered during the first
year for tlie ceoperafmg sites. The monitoring parameters to be studied are soil erosion, sedimentatini%
li~ltration, runoff, and toxicity

li. Local Su~pport/Coodination with Other Pro~rams/CompatihN with CALFED Ob.ject~ves

There has been a strong interest by landowners to participate in "the CBDW projec~ as cooperating
sites that will apply P~\IS level plans Six landowners within the proposed project area have shown their
support and interest h~ particlpatktg in the project through suppor~ letters whaeh are included with this
application. In 1998, landowners in the CBDW signed up for government assistance, in order to
implenmnt over $500,000 worth of conservation practices on their land These reqnests to particq?are m
these projects will require over $400.000 to implement the associated eonservauon pratt*cos. The
implememation PalMS plans on these sites will help improve the health o~’the Colusa Basin and the
Sacramento River. A Steering Committee w~ll serve to provide suppm: and guidance for the project The
purpose of the steering comn..ittee will be to act as a citizen’s monitoring group by making decisions and
recommendations regarding progress of the project, results of ~urveys. In addition, it will spon~or public
meetings and all educational workshops and tours

[II. Title Pa_ge

a Title of P~c~

Colusa Basin Watershed Project
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b. Name of Applicant

Colusa Resource Cunservation District Colusa Basin Drainage District
100 Sunrise Blvd.. Suite B P.O. Box 312
Colusa. California95932 Woodland. CA 95776

Phone: (5301 795-3038

PROJECT MANAGER: Chris Kos¢. Colusa Resource Conservation District

TELEPHONE: 530-458-2931 FAX 530-458-3683

c T~Sganizatio~gg_nd Tax Status

a) Local Govermnent/Distric~
Tax Status Tax-Exempt

d Tax Identification Number

94-6000508

e ParticipmUs/Collaborators in lmpiememation

Cooperatin~ A~enc±~s ~

Agency Name: USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
Role/Contribution to Project: Provide technical assistance and/or
training ,o project manager and/or planner on developing resource
management system plans.
Fro-foal Agreement: MOU entered upon August 2. 1990.
Contact Person: Roney Gutierrez
Phune: 530-458-2931

Agency Name: Colusa County Dept. of Public Works
Role/Contribution to Project: Construction project is within project
boundaries. To serve on steeriog committee.
Contact Person: John Jayce; Phone: 530-458-0466

Agency Name: Colusa Basin Drainage District
Role/Contribution to Project: Partner/Project is within the Colusa Basin Drainage
District CRMP.
Contact Person: Gaye Lopez; Phone: 530-795-3038

Agency Name: Colusa County Board of Supervisors
Role/Contribution to Project: Have budgeted construction t~nds to
Flood Control Project within project watershed. To serve on steering
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committee.
Contact Person: Bill Waite; Phone: 530-458-0508

IV Project Description (maps and figures)

a Project DescriNion and Avtxoach

The Colusa Basin Drain Watershed project will serve as a watershed management project that assists
private landowners in addressing non-point source pollution, flood control issues, exotic invasive weed
abatement, and reactivating important ecological processes and functions of riparian corridors The
project will consist of 6 selected sites which will implement riparian enhancement and restoration
practices to existing degraded riparian corrido~ s and nssociated wetlands tu reduce the amount of surface
runoit; cl~emleal residues, and scdhnents flowing into the Colusa Basin Drain ~no Sacramento River while
restoring and enhancing wildlife habitat The project will also address e×ofic invasive ripalian a~d wetland
weed species such as Ama~do dort¢~x and Tamorix cM~eni~is’. ~,hich occur m the Colusa Basin Watershed
Each cooperating site will have a Resource Management System ~MS) plan develoI~ed utilizing an
ecosystem based planning approach. The plans will include conservation practices, improved water
quality/water conservation management goals, a monitoring and educational componem Each of the six
sites xvilI be monitored using baseline datataken in the first year that will be compared to data taken in
the second and third year of the prnject. Each cooperating site plan will call for the establishment eft
lhree-yca~ contract with Ne landowner, who will receive 75% cost-sharing for practices tmplemented. Ira
order fi~r landowners to receive 75% cost-sharing for implementing management practices, the~y" must be
willing to host at least 2 workffnop/flcld tour during the 3-year contract Six of the 12 cooperating sites
will be selected to host a workshop/field tour activity

Consultants and professionals will be contracted to augment the k~owledge base of the RCD and N~RCS
stafffo~ the purposes of educating landnwners as to their ruin in the Clean Water Act, guns ?fan RMS
plan in addressing water quality objectives of the Clean Water Act. writing RMS plans that incorporate a
water quality monitoring component, how to implemcnt the plan. and teacln proven conservation pracnces
that address water quality improvement in riparian currldo~s and associated wetlands and range and~
Workshop materials will be provided to participonts during these "hands-on" training sessions A total of
six workshops will be conducted. Field tours will be conducted at selected cooperating sites with
landowners as the target audience. Three tours being conducted in each of the 2nd and 3rd prt~ject years
The goal of these tours will be to "show-and-tell" landowners how to implement conservation practices.
conduct water quality monitoring, and hear first hand from cooperating landowners about their
successes/failures in implementing RMS plans. Informational mailings will be sent to all landowners
within the watershed in order to keep them informed of project workshops, tours, goals, and progress. In
addition, a quarterly newsletter will be distribmed to landowners,,managcrs within the CBDW project area
in order to provide information on the activities and developments of the project

A Steering Committee composed oflandm~ers within the watershed that ineindes a represantauve
frmn each land use, agricultural groups (Farm Bureau, C~ttlemen Association. ungation companies~, m~d
participating zgeneies/groups (Colusa County RCD, Glenn Count? RCD. Yule County RCD. NRCS.
Colusa County Boald of Supe~wisors, Colusa CounLy Pubhc Wmks~ Extension Sere’ice. RWQCB.
CBDD) will serve to provide suppur~ and guidance for the projecs The steering committee will ac~ as a
citizen’s monitoring group by making decisions and recommendations regarding the progress of the
project and results of stnweys. In addition, the committee wilt snonsor oublic meetings and all educational
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workshops and tours. One survey per year will be conducted to measure landowner adaptations and
attitudes towards meeting the Clean Water Acl via the Resource Management System plans being
demonstrated, conser~’ation practices installed to address water quality/water conselwation, and the
conservation measures and wate~ qualit_v, water consctwauon issues being taught in the workshops

The CRCD shall ensure ~he existence of a Steering Committee that: 11 oversees the progress and
technical aspects of the project, 2) acts as a liaison between local landowners and agency representauves
and 3) coordinates educational workshops and field tours. The overall management of the prorect shall be
guided folxaatly through reviews with the Steering Committee. The CRCD will sponsor public meedngs
at least once a year in order to discuss project progress and review the plan ofoperanons. A
responsiveness summary shall be prepared for each public meeting conducted for the prQlect
Responsiveness summaries shall be ~ubmitted to the CALFED BAY DELTA PROGRAM Contract
Manager and shall be made available to the general puhlic upon request

The Steering Committee will produce a schedule ufall wurkshops and tours that are to be conducted
during implementation of the prqiect. A minimum of two workshops will be conducted during each of the
three project years, for a total of six workshops A minimum of two tours will be conducted during the
2nd and 3 rd project years, for a total of four tours. Landowners who have signed Resource Managemem
System contracts as cooperating sites must be willing to host at least one workshopAour. Six of~he
cooperating sites will be selected to host a workshop~tour during the three year contract

The project manager will coordinate these workskops and tours Advanced notice of each event wilI
be mailed to all landowners within the watershed Appropriate mate~Sals will be purchased to produce
student educational packets, video/slide ~hows. and to post signs at the demonstration sites.
Workshop/Tt~ur evaluation forms will be provided to all participants for the purpose of monitoring these
elements of’the cdocationa] componen/of the project

b. Proposed Scope of Work

TASK 1.     PROJECT MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATION

The Colusa County Resource Conservation Dlstricl (CRCD is the lead agency in a partnership w~th the
Colusa Basin Drainage District for the proposed Colusa Basin Watershed Project The CBDD will assist
wifl~ the administration, outreach, and plannh~g which includes existing study and plara~ng throughout the
Cotusa Basin Watershed. The CCRCD has an MOU with the USDA Natural Resources Consem, atmn
Service (NRCS). Via the MOUs, NRCS staffwilI provide pmx-ume assistance wiih all phases of the
project. ’the CRCD has recently acquired additional MOUs with the United States Fisl~ and Wildlif~
Service and Ducks Unlinfited and will seek olher MOUs during the first year with other cooperating
agencies and arrange for stafflo lnanage the project. A Steering Committee will be created., and will have
the role of overaeeing ~he project and provide public parlictpation. The project is scheduled to begin
January 1, 2000 and be completed on December 3 i. 2002

The CRCD consists ef 7 volunteer directors and I paid staffposition (~a part-time oNce manager). In
addition to the RCD providing a f~ll-time project technician, and part time project manager. NRCS will
provide the RCD with a part-time Agricultural Engineer and other staffas needed. The RCD once
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manager and Colusa Basin Drainage District executive director will provide administrative support, while
the RCD project teclmician and project teclmician does work in the fieId with landowners to develop
Resource Management System plans, collect baseline data, and monitor implementation. The CRCD
shall be responsible for providing teclmical and administrative services as needed for project completion,
including, but not limited to: providing staff resources for monitoring, supervising and reviewing all work
performed; coordination of budgeting, scheduli~ag, and subcontract administration The Steering
Committee and Project teclmician will develop a Plan of Operations, schedule tasks to be completed
project completion dates and assign project responsibilities for each task.

The project manager will be responsible fbr evahmting and managing project performance and will
~ttend both CRCD meetings and Steering Committee meetings on a regular basis. During these meetings,
the manage~ will present a written progness rept~rt. In ~ddit~on, the prelect manager shall prepare and
submit written qumterly progress reports to the CALFED BAY-DELTA PROGRA~M

TASK 2: PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

The CRCD shall ensure the existence of a Steering Committee to. l] uversee the progress and
technical aspects of the project, 2) act as a liaison between local landowners and agency representm~ves.
and 3) coordinate educational workshops and field tours The overall management of the project shall be
guided formally through reviews with the Steering Commlttc~ The CRCD "~’~’iil sponsor punic meetings
at least once a year to discuss project progress and to review the plan of operations A responsiveness
surnmary shall be prepared for each punic meeting couductcd for the project. Responsiveness summaries
shall be submitted to the CALFED BAY DELTA PROGFLa_M Contract Mmlager mad shall be made
availoblc to the public upon request.

TASK 3.    SELECT 6 SELECT COOPERATING SITES W]TEIN WATERSHED

The Steering Committee will be responsible for developing the criteria f’o* each of the coopelanng
sites, which will include riparian and associated wetland and rangeland. Crileria will include
environmental benefit of practices to be included in Resource Management System plan, availabilir~ of
access for the purposes of conducting tours, landowner’s capability of mecting their portion of cost-share
(25% of practices) mad ease of monitoring the system Site criteria will be tabulated on a checklist and a
rating system will be developed for ranking Iocmions Selections will be based on ranking. Six landow~ners
within the watershed have expressed interest in p~rtieipating by writing letters (attached) In order to
recruit additional potential cooperators for the prnject, mass mailings will be conducted within the
watershed

TASK ~. ESTABLISH MONITORING SITES

The project technician with assistance from the project manager will develop a moNtormg protocol
which will include: description of pollutants being monitored, sampling methods to be conducted for the
various Im~d use types, sampling schedulas, tleld dma sheets to be used by staff, location where samples
will be sent for mmlysis, method of storlng and/ransporting samples, breakdown ofequlpment needed for
monitoring, and all associated costs The project manager and technician will select locations at three
cooperating sites for monitoring stations. A mi~fimum of two stations per site will be established
(upstream and downstream) to monitor water quality.
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The project teclmician will establish photo analys~s points for repeat photography at each of the sites and
will monitor key ecological indicators m document individual sites changes over three years Locanons
will be indicated on plan maps for submission into the Resource Management System plans

TASK 5. COLLECT A!~ALYZE    & DOCI/MENT BASELINE DATA

The project tectmician and/or project mmmger will collect initial water samples at each mmtitodng s~e
to establish baseline dm~ The samples wdI be collected, stored, and transported as outlined in the
mo~titoring protocol Lab results will be documented for inclusion in the Resource Management Systenl
plan monitoring component. Monitoring data will be sent to a sub-contrsc/or to be analyzed. All baseline
data will. be documented for inclusion in the Resource Management System plans
The project technician will document and categorize findings of both the photo point s~re analysis and the
key ecological indicators moaitoring program

TASK 6,    DEVELOP RESOURCE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM pLA~S

The project technician will mee~ with each of the landowners and the project manager will ass*st in
developing Resource Management System plans for each site. A checklist wilt be included to documen~
the elements required for a complete Resource Management System plan Once all the elements are
present, the plan will be submitted to the Steering Committee fur approval. After approval, the
landowner, the CRCD, the Colusa Farm Services Agency County Committee. and the NRCS District
Conservationist will review and approve the plan and ~he schedule of operations.

TASK 7.    SCHEDULE WORKSHOPS ~ TOURS

The Steering Coannittee will produce a schedule of all the workshops and tours to be conducted
during implementation of the project: A minimum of two workshops will be conducted each of the three
project years, for a total of 6 workshops. A miNmum of two tours will be conducted durmg the 2nd and
3rd project year, for a total of" four tours. Landowners who have signed Resource Man~gement System
contracts fbr cooperating sites must be willing to host at least one workshop/tour Three of the
cooperating sites will be seIected to host a workshop/tour during the 3 year contract.

TASK 8.     IMPLEMENT RNS PLANS

The project lnanager will coordinate the appropriate staff to assis| landowners w~th tnlplemenIatlon of
scheduled practices m the RMS plans. Practice designs and specifications will be documem ed and agreed
upon prior to consti~actio,. Aeer installation, the practices will be inspected The RMS plans will be
reviewed on an ammal basis. The monitoring elemen~ of the plans will begin offer the pracuces axe
installed. Monitoring data will he sent to a sub-contractor to be anal’ized

TASK 9     CONDUCT WORKSHOPS ~ TOURS

The project manager will assis* the project *echnician to coordinate the worksho~)s and louts as
scheduled in "[’ask 7. Prior to each evenL mmounoeroents will be mailed to all landowners within the
watershed. Appropriate materials will be purchased to produce student educational packets, video/slide
shows, and to post signs at the demonstration sites Workshop!Tour evaluatioa forms will be provided tc
all participants for the purpose of monitoring the educational component el’the project
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TASK i0    PREPARE PROJECT FINAL REPQRT

The project manager will prepare a draft project repo~% which will present results of the tasks
completed The project manager will evaluate and prepare responses to all comments made by public
agencies, special districts and interested parties on the draft report All significant comments wilt be
incorporated into the final report and submi;ted to the Steering Committee for review. Upon committee
approval, a final report will be sent to |he CALFED Comrac~ Manger for review and acceptance as well
as uther appropriate agencie~

c Leeatiou and!or Geographic Bomtdaries of the Project

The Colusa Basin Watershed is located prhna~ iIy wlth~n the boundaries of Colusa. Glenn and Yule
Counties The Colusa Basin (hydrologic ultlt #520 21) is considered impaired wa’ierbody, which feeds
into the Sacramento River. See Attachmant 1 for an illustration of the proiect IocatiorL

d Expected Benefits (s)

The benefits of this project include *he improvement of water quality ~’or all beneficial uses and the
improvement and increase of aquatic and terrestrial wildlife habitat Moreovel, this project will improve
ecological functions in the Bay-Delta to support sustainable populatioos ~f dive~se and valuable plant ~md
animal species This pro~ect is expected to benefit seasonal wefland m~d aquatic habitat in-so-earn aquadc
habitat, shaded riverino habitat and associated rangeland quali~y In addition, prmrily species expected to
benefit from this prqiect include: Winter-run Chinook salmon. Spnag-mn Chinook salmon, Late-fail run
Chinook salmu~, Steethead trout and Green stm’geon Secondary priority species receiving benefits will
include striped bass and mig*ato~3, and neotropical birds.

This prqiect will derive its expected benefita by addressing various stressors affecting priority and
secundap,, species arid their habitat. Improvements from riparian restoration and associated rangdand and
wetland will reduce problems associated with the alteration of channeI form such as channel straightening,
deepening and lack of floodplains. In addition, project improvements tn the reduction of soil erosion and
sedimentation of local creeks and sloughs will significamly decrease the deposition oftine sediments in
the Colusa Basin Drain and Sacramento River. This will benefil food supplies for fish and wildlife and
~ncrease Shaded Riverine Aquatic habitat and cover and nesting habitat. In addition, the rehabilitation of
riparian areas and restoration ofadjacenl land for buffer zones through the wate~ shed maoagement
componeat of this project will directly address the loss of existing riparian zones in the CBDW project
area by seeking to restore them

VVater quality stressors caused by increased contaminants, numant input and mubilizafion of
contmrfinanrs due to dredging will be addressed by this project Chmrdcal comaminanls and nutriem
loads will be reduced through the watershed managemem componenl of the project In addition.
identification of pollutant sources and evaluation of etTects of’conservation practices will be attained
through the monltoting demen~ of the prqiect. The problem of high water temperatures will be addressed
through the increase of riparian shade and increased flow-s over the floodplain resulting from riparian
~-evegetafion and an improved flow hydrograph. The project will also benefit land use concerns
Resource managemm~; s/stems for rangeland will reduce negative grazing effects associated wilh loss of
riparian habitat and increased erosion Furthermore, watershed-wide restoration actions including
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planning effo~1s, educational programs, establishing buflbr zones and developing technical management
practices vdl] be applied to address stressors derived from tbrcstry and agriculture practices.

e. Background and Ecologicah’Biological/Technical Justification

Tire Colusa Basin Watershed expanding three counties ~Glenn. Colusa and Yolo) has a considerable
impact on water quality in the Sacramento Rivc~ and Sacramento River Delta. Surface waters within the
Colusa Basin Watershed drain into the Sacrm~aento River by way of several west-side tributaries and
canals. The Colusa Drain has been identified as an impaired water beay The dlain, in rtun, conveys wate~
into the Sacramento River, also an impaired water body The Colusa Basin Watershed conrmns
agricultural land uses, which have been identified as contributors to N-PS pollunon

Once a biologically divcr~e system oPvegetated sveams, we/lands, a~d dry uplands, most of the
watershed has been severely damaged bv agricultural oractices Local creeks are flooded out each winler
due to concentrated ’flow’s in the upper watershed, and mnofffrom low hills and fields. The watershed
contains agricultural land uses, ~vbich depend heavily on ~rrlgati0n water. Surtace water rtmoff resulting
from irrigation practices and precipitation is high in most of this area due iu part m poor infiltration rates
associated with soil compaction caused by agricultural machinery traffic and grazing animals. Sod-
adsorbed pesticides in sediments as well as those corned in solution are major contnbutors to the
contamination oPsm~’ace water The high rate of surface water mnoffin fl~is area compounds the
proble~n This high rate of rmmff can be attributed in part Io poor management practices currently being
applied, practices ~vhich include, improper timing of heavy equipment operations in orchards, untimely
water applications, lack oPa vegetalive cover leading Io poor water infiltration. ~mproper timing
grazing operations as well as pact- distribution of animals in rangeland. All of these practices are known
to reduce rates of water infiltration on rangeland, which leads to increased flows into drainage channels
These increases in flow volume and velocity in channels have caused head cutiing and destabilizatioo of
grades in channels within the watershed. Indiscriminate gravel mining methods employed by the private
and public sectors have caused further stream channel instability

In 1998, die Colusa Basin Drain Watershed was identified as a Geographical Priority Area for
resource concerns in California by the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service Through
watershed-wide management planning, educational programs, establishment of buffer zones aria
application of conservation practices, the CBDW project expects to bring about sustained benefits to the
local watershed and Sacramento River.

The response to the CBDW pwject by the contmunity has been very positive Over the last two years.
several landowners in the CBDW have shown interest in s~gmng up ~o become cooperntmg ~i*es and
receive assistance to implemeN conservation practices. The total c~st for implementing these new
requests is estimated to exceed $400,000. Thus, there is a strong need for financial assistance to mee~
these requests, which if addressed, wdl significantly ~mprove the health of the CBDW the Colusa Basin
Drain and the Sacramento River.

f. Monitoring aud Data Evaluation

A Steering Committee w-ill be formed whose purpose ~s to acl as a citizen’s morutonng group by
making decisions and recommcndations regarding the progress of the project and rasult~ of sur,/eys. The
eomrnittee vail also be responsible for sponsoring public meetings and all educational workshops aod

I --01 821 6
1-018216



12

tours. Landowner surveys will be conducted yearl3 1o monitor landowner opinion on RMS plans being
demonstrated and their "~illingness to adopt practices designed to comply with the Clean Water Act.

One part of the motfitoring program will compare quantity once’or quality of soil and water entering the
site. to that leaving it, with the objective of improving water qoality via the installation of proven
conservanon practices scheduled in RMS level plans. Baseline water quality and resource data will be
gathered during the first year for the cooperating sites (Note: sources of NPS pollutants to C01usa Drai~
will be first level of dot& other resource conditions will be second level).

Tb.e second part of the mo~toring program wil! combine photo point analysis (repeat photography) and
ecological monitoring to document the individual sites restoration success over the three year project
period

,~s part of the RMS plans, a momtoring component will be written to outline a monitoring protocol, i.e.,
tiequency, ~ocations, and methodology. The plans will be written during the first year and status reviews
will be conducted the 2rid and 3rd, ears to document practice nnplementafion and monitoring findiltgs
The status reviews and baseline da[a wilt be made a’,’ailahle to all interested purees on~ a yearly basis.
Cont~ acts will be entered upon with project cooperators to assure commilment and ibllow-through
during the project. The monitoring paranaeters to be studied are:

~panan: erosion, sedimentation, channel integrity, wildlife

Wetiand sedimem and nutrient filtration, wildlife

Rangelands: erosior., sedimentation, infiltration, runoff wildlife

l’he project expects to continue its current working relationship with local schools which provides
an oppormnily for conservation education. Students will be invited to assist in monitoring as well being
the target audience in presentations.

g. Imnlementabilitv

The outlook for successful implementation of the project is excellent ffmce tlte Colusa County RCD and
partner Colusa Basin Drainage District are respected entifies within the Colusa Basin Watershed Both
the RCD and the Drainage district have a history of working with landowners and with many
urgamzations within the watershed to achieve a more biologically integrated landscape. The Colusa Basin
Drainage District was formed to manage problems associated with flood control, drainage, and
subsidence occun~ng wfil’dn the 600.000 acres of valley land in the multi.county Colu sa Basin Tile
Districts goals are to provide flood and drainage water protection, capture surface or s~ormwater for
conservation, eonjuuetive use. and increased water supplies, improve water quality, and improve and
enhance opportunities for restoration of wetland and riparian habitats
The Colusa County RCD has a proven track record ofimplementafion of conservation based mt the
ground practices as well as conservation education throughout Colusa County With this proven track
record comes many new and ~n-go~ng relationships which are critical to the success of any project
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The Colusa County RCD currently has MOU’s with the USDA. NRCS Colusa Field Office. Ducks
Ulflimited, California Waterfowl Association Colusa County Public Works. Colusa Basin Drainage
District, and the Colusa County Board of Supervisors, The NRCS rrassion includes watershed and
ecosystem based assistance to private landowners The RIMS level plans that are being proposed for each
cooperating site meet the goals of watershed based assistance. In addition, the Colusa CounW RCD will
enter into Memorandum of Agreement will all interested parties to insure commitment throughout the
duration of the project. MOUs will be sought with all cooperanng site landowners/managers FSA
County Colrunittee. Glenn County RCD. Yolo County RCD. United States Fish and Wildlife Service. ant
Department of Water Resources

V. Costs and Schedule t_o [molement Pronosed Project

a BUDGET COSTS:
Labor Saint.’,. & Overhead Service !~lateri’al & Misc. and

Task 1: Project Management & 537 [5.034 2.850 5.000 q.000 25.88

Task 3: Select Cooperating Sites 49 1.386 1.560 2 94
Task 4: Establish Monitoring 559 15,640 1.820 1%46
Sites
Ta~k 5: Baseline Resource Data 729 20_400 1.94~ 12.000 35.8d0
Task ~: Develop 1LMS Plans 874 24,470 2.10( 4,000
Task 7: Schedule Workshops and 94I 6,760 1,540 4.000

Task 8: Implement ~IS Pla~s 343 9.600 1.591 137.500 144 5(10 293.19
Task 9: Conduct Workshops and 993 27.800 1.816 ~2.6

Task 10: Prepare Final Report 330 9.250 913 11.16

CALFED Contribution 5.714 160,000 19,000 157.500 149.500 6.500    492.50
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a Budeet Costs Total ~
Contribution

A, Perso~mel Services $250,(100 $160,000

B. Operating Expenses $6,500 $6,500

C. Property Acquisitions $0 $0

Equipment $7,000 $7,000

Portable Assets $0 $0

Data Processing Equipment $3,000 $3,000

Misc., other $2,000 $2,000

D. Professional and Consulting Services $8,000 $8,000

E. Monitoring $12,000 $12,000

F Implement ation-tLM S $375,000 $275,000
G Overhead 4% $19,000 $19,000

Totals-$683~500 $492~500

b. Scheduled milestones

Startin~ and Ending Dates for the Prtf~

Start Date: JanuaD’ 1, 2000
:End Date: December 3 I., 2002.

Project Phase and Task Start Date Completion Date

Task 1 Project Management & Jan 2000 Dee. 2001

Admihistration

Task 2- Public Parlicipatiun Feb 2000 Nov. 2 K}2

Task 3 Select Cooperating Sites Feb. 200( Mar. 2000

Task 4: Establish Monitoring Sites Apr. 2000 Jan. 2000

Task 5: Baseline Resource Data Apr. 2000 Feb. 2000

Task 6: Develop P&fS Plan Jul. 2000 Jan 2000

Task 7: ScheduleWorkshops/Tours Jul 2000 /el 2000

Task 8: Implement RMS Plans Jul. 2000 No~ 2002

Task 9 Conduct Workshops & ’reurs Apt 2000 Nov. 2002

Task 10 Prepare Final Report Oct. 2002 Dec 2002

e Third Part,/Impact~
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None identified to date

VI. Applicant Q~!~tlific~ltig0s

The Colusa County Resou~ ce Conse~wation Distficl consists of 7 volumeer directors and
one paid staffposifion, (an office manager). The Colusa Basin Drainage District staff
inciudes one paid staff-position (~t District Manager~ and an acti’.e board comprised of one
County Supervisor from each of the three commes in the Colnsa Basin Watershed
~Colusa~Glenrv’golo~. three water district representatives and three elected "at
members from each of the three counties

In addition to the ]R.CD pruviding a Nil-time project manager, a part-time Agricultural
Engineer mtd other staffas needed The RCD o~ce manager and the Colusa Basin
Drainage Districts Manager will provide administrative rapport. The Project Teehff~cian
will wink m the field with the landowners to develop Resource Management System
plans, collect baseline data. and moniler implementation The CRCD and the Colusa Basin
Drainage District shall be respun sibIe f’or providing administrative see’ices as needed for
projec~ c~mpletion including but not limited to: staffresources for monitoring,
supervising, and reviewing all w~rk verformed: coordination of budgeting, scheduling, and
subcuntract administrmion The Steering Committee. Project Manager, ProJect
Techniciaa will develop a Plan of Operations each year. scheduling ~asks to be completed.
projected completion da*es and who will be responsible for each task.

The project manager will be responsible for evaluating and managing the project
performance The project manager wdl attend beth the CRCD meetings and the Steering
Cormnittee meetings on a regular basis At me meennga the manager will present a
written progress report. The foilowing illustrates the responsibilities ofindivldua]s or
groups involved with xhe prqlec~:

Pro~ ecc Resmonsibilitv : Individual/GrouN

1 Act as CRCD representanve Project Manager
tbr technical conducffadministration
of the project on behalfofCRCD

2. SuN’Nt quatlerIy reports Proiect Manager
to the CRCD and Steering Committee
tbr approval prior ~o submission

3. Develop and maintain CRCD
financial records for prqiec;.

4 Conduct Steering CRCD
Committee Meetings to review SSCW Project
prqlect progress and allow Steering Committee
for public comments!input

5. Seek Memoranda of Under- CRCD Directors
standing (MOU) with local ~rate Steering Colum~ttee
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and federal agencies as well
as special interest groups
participating on Steering Commltlee

6 Produce Watershed Newsletter Project Manager
on quarterly basis Project Technician

"~ Schedule Educational SSCWProject
Wurkshops and tours Steering Comrrmtee

8 Select cooperating s~tes SSCW Project Steering
based ov crtterm Committee & Ad Hoe Group

9 Develop momtormg protocol outlining Project Technician
sampling methods, malerials and schedule

I0 DevelopRMS levelplans for Project Teclmicmn.
each oCthe new ~lEernave s~res Project Manager, Engineer

11 EstablJsh tnonitoring sites at Project Tectmiclan
each demonstration stre Project Manager

12 Implement Practices Landowners

13 Cortif~ Completion of Installed Practices Projec~ Engineer
Project Manager

Biosketches on Responsible Ind{.vidual÷:

Position Project Administrator
Individual Gaye Lopez
Education: University of California. Davis BA Public Administration
Employer Colusa Basin Drainage District
Experience: District Administrator. Colusa Basin Drainage District 199 l- present

Position’ Project Manager
[ndividual Chris Rose
Educarlon: University of Californi~ Davi~ 8A Political Science Environmental Studies

and Natural Resouices emphasis
Employer Colusa Resource Ctmsmwatlon District
Experience Project Manager Yolo Count?- RCD 1995-January 1999

Project Manager. Colusa RCD 1999- present

Position: Project Technician
Individual To be employed

Position: Project Support
Individual P.o nay Gutierrez
Education North Carolina State Universit% MS Soil Science
Employer: Natural Resources Conservation Serv’ice
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Exporience: District Conservationist in Colusa County since August 1997

Poskion: Agricultural Engineer
Individual: Jack R. Alderson
Education: Cal State Chic, o, BS Civil Engineering

Cornell UNversity, MS Biology
Erflployer: Natural Resources Conservation Service
Experience: Worked with USDA NRCS 1979 - 1983 and presently.

VII Compliance with Standard Terms and Conditions
Tbe lerms and conditions applicable to this proposal are agreeable to and able to be

complied with by the Colusa County Resource Consergation District. (See Attachment 3).
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Certifications Regarc3ing Debarment, Suspenslon and
Other Responsibility Ma~ers. C3rucj-Free Workplace

Rec.uirements and Lobbying
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(b), (c), (d), (e) and (0-

_l~se Blvd., S~it~ B__, Colu~ CA 95932

Colusa County

PART D: Certification Regarding Oru£-Pree Workplace Requirements
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Apri! 14, 1999
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:EDERAL ASSISTANCE
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BUDGET INFORI~IATION -- Construction Programs

COST CLASSIFICATION a. Total Cost b Cusls Nol Allowable c. Total Allowable Costs
for Participation (Column

1. Administrative and legal expenses $ 276,400 0 $ 276, S00

2. Land, structures, rights of-way appraisals elc $ $

I
G. Projecl inspection [ues $ S $

O ?. Sil~ work
$ $ 0 $ 75,000

0

(OonsultFederalagencyfo~’Fedoralpercentageshi~rel. 58’2,500 x .72 $ 492,500



a.SSUP~ANCES -- CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS_

applicable lime trame after receipt o~ approva! of the rental or financing of blousing:
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176(c of the Clear Air Ac~ of ] 955 ~s amonded I42
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